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These notes should be read in conjunction with the Gran Turismo article, since some of the criticisms described
are nothing to do with the Matra Murena as designed, but are a consequence of the RHD and turbocharger
conversions to the model in the review.
I bought my Matra Murena 2.2 new in 1983, and have used the car full time since buying it. It is a standard
LHD 2.2 model and is my only car. I have covered over 15,000 miles in it so far. Furthermore, I work with
cars; have driven many different models, including many fast cars; have had race driver training, and lots of fast
track time in a variety of cars, which I believe gives me as much qualification to assess the Murena as most
testers, probably more.
First it is useful to point out something that is usually overlooked, namely that unlike other cars, converting the
Murena (or Bagheera) from left to right hand drive has the added complications caused by the asymetric layout,
and that most if not all conversions seen so far, are poor, as they are only partially converted. Since the drivers
seat sits on runners to enable it to be slid back and forth to suit the height of the driver, and the floorpan is
lowered under that seat to compensate, whilst the two passenger seats are fixed to a ‘flat’ floor; unless the
floorpan is totally reversed, the drivers seat will sit too high on the right, reducing the headroom and drastically
altering the driving position and complete nature of the drivers experience in the car. Again unlike a normal
conversion, the gearlever and handbrake have to be moved from the left of the centre seat to the right, subtly
altering their operation. Finally, since the driver also sits further from the centre-line of the car, the wiper
pattern is more critical. The wipers were designed for LHD and clear the screen correctly for driving from the
left hand side. So unless the wipers are converted, they will not clear the screen adequately for a RHD driver,
leaving the view dangerously obscured in bad weather.
Regarding the magazine review, the acceleration time for a standard Murena 2.2 is 0-100kph (62.5mph) in 9.3
seconds which equates to a 0-60 mph of 9.0 seconds, not 9.5 seconds, and the top speed is 200kph (125mph)
not 120mph. The car had an exhaust leak which would obviously affect the turbo efficiency and overall power,
but a claimed 162bhp is suggested, compared to a standard 118bhp (and 142bhp from the ‘S’). With that much
extra power the car should have been really quick! The article states the steering is heavy and overdamped, and
the car unwieldy around town. This car has an old fashioned steering box instead of the superb rack the car is
fitted with in LHD form. Is it any wonder the car is not right? I can confirm that the normal steering is light,
quick and precise, and the steering wheel is perfect for the car, with lovely feel and grip. The turbo conversion
would have made the rear heavier, upsetting the front/rear balance which is critical in a mid-engined car. Also
from experience I know many Murena are running incorrect tyre pressures, and these are very important on this
car - much more than a normal car, so unless the pressures are stated in any review, any subjective comments
regarding balance, steering, handling and road holding should be regarded as possibly flawed.
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